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press helped to smother any more manifestations of
disapproval, and we settled down to the Christmas
holidays with little more than a vague feeling of uneasi-
ness and disapproval. Mr. Eden's previous activities
at Geneva stood him and his Government in good
stead.

The actual position at the end of 1935 was that Italy
was left a free hand to advance in Ethiopia. No negotia-
tions were in progress, and no diplomatic pressure was
placed upon her except the  slow   and  ineffective
'sanctions' applied by Geneva. The one sanction which
might have embarrassed her, that on oil, had been
deferred at M. Laval's instance.   It was now to be
postponed until March, by which time the British .as
well as the French object was to get the war finished as
soon as possible. In March the question was again
postponed, this time until the 'Greek Kalends.  The
English protest against the Peace plan turned out to
have been little more than sound and fury, it had signi-
fied nothing. A wave of feeling can accomplish little
to-day against a Government which is well entrenched,
has the support of moneyed and Catholic opinion, the
control of the B,B.C, and the backing of most of the
press. The whole of the agitation did not save a yard of
Ethiopian territory, or even provide an Abyssinian
soldier with a rifle with which to defend himself.